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infantry. They were Shaikh Nizam's supports in case the
scheme failed. It was impossible that so large a force
should entirely escape notice, and on the morning of the
28th December scouts brought to the king word that a
body of Moghul horse were approaching at full gallop.
But Sambhaji was sleeping off the previous night's debauch
and referred him to Kalasha. "Kalasha is a magician,"
said the drunken king, "and he will by his magic destroy
our enemies." The scouts tried in vain to make the king
realise his danger; but Sambhaji losing all patience drove
them from his room, threatening to cut off their noses, if
they told him any more wild tales of Moghul horsemen.
The scouts went to the officers of the king's guard. They
saw Shaikh Nizam only a mile or so away and implored
the king to dress, promising him that they would cut a way
for him to the shelter of Raygad. But nothing could
rduse Sambhaji from his drunken stupor. Little time was
now left; for the Moghul squadrons were circling round
the village ov galloping at breakneck pace through the
streets to the palace. Some Maratha officers, despairing
of their king, took flight and succeeded in reaching Raygad.
Others faithful unto death remained by their master.*
When Shaikh Nizam saw fugitives leaving Sangameshwar,
he sent on Iklas Khan and his fastest troops with a letter
in which he offered to enter into negotiations with the
king. By this ruse Shaikh Nizam hoped to detain Sambhaji
until he could arrive with the main body. But no ruse
was needed. The king slumbered on, heedless alike of
war or peace, Iklas Khan presented his letter to the
sentries; but learning that the king was still inside the
palace, he forced his way in. Such guards as resisted
were at once cut down. Kalasha shewed unsuspected
courage. He fought until an arrow pierced his right arm,
when he fell to the ground. Sambhaji whom his attendants
had forced to mount his horse, immediately dismounted

* Among those who died fighting for Sambhajf was Mhaloji tihorpade, the
captain of his guards and father of Santaji Ghorpadr.